			YOU ARE INVITED TO . . .





	       a neighborhood five-part Overview of the Bible





Does the Bible sometimes seem like a large or intimidating book?  Or have you read parts of it, but feel your understanding is incomplete on how all the pieces fit together?  Then this five-part "Overview of the Bible" is just right for you.  We'll look at the main events of the Bible in chronological order, and examine a handful of major themes that appear throughout the Old and New Testaments.  Valuable overview charts and other handouts will be provided for notetaking and future reference.  





The study will be taught by Tim Beougher, who is a professor at Wheaton Graduate School.  Each session will last about 90 minutes, allowing time for questions.  The study is not designed to promote one particular point of view, but to allow us to examine the world's all-time bestselling book for ourselves.  No prior Bible knowledge is necessary; we are all here to learn.  No one will be "put on the spot" or asked to contribute opinions unless they want to.  You are welcome to bring a Bible, or we will have extra copies here for your use.





The planned schedule is:	#1 (Oct. 2)	Creation through Abraham


	#2 (Oct. 9)	Abraham through "the wanderings"


	#3 (Oct. 16)	Joshua through end of Old Testament


	#4 (Oct. 23)	New Testament Life of Christ


	#5 (Oct. 28)	Acts through Revelation	





TO SUMMARIZE . . . 





When:  Sunday nights, October 2, 9, 16, 23; Friday night, October 28





Time:  6:00 - 7:30 (and then coffee and dessert from 7:30 - 8:00)


	  Friday, Oct. 28, we will have pizza from 6:00 - 6:30 and the study from 6:30 - 8:00





Where:  Tim and Sharon Beougher's house


	831 Howell Drive


	232-2159





Led by:  Tim Beougher, Professor at Wheaton Graduate School





(Children are welcome to come and play in our basement during the overview -- we will have a babysitter down there to supervise.)


�
LEADING A SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY





"Leading a Bible discussion can be an enjoyable and rewarding experience.  But it can also be scary, especially if you've never done it before.  If this is your feeling, you're in good company.  When God asked Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt, he replied, "O Lord, please send someone else to do it!" (Ex. 4:13) . . . 


	The list  goes on.  The apostles were "unschooled, ordinary men" (Acts 4:13).  Timothy was young, frail and frightened.  Paul's "thorn in the flesh" made him feel weak.  But God's response to all of his servants--including you--is essentially the same:  "My grace is sufficient for you" (2 Cor. 12:9).  Relax.  God helped these people in spite of their weaknesses, and he can help you in spite of your feelings of inadequacy."  (James F. Nyquist and Jack Kuhatschek, Leading Bible Discussions (InterVarsity:  1985, p. 5).





Importance of Small Group Bible Studies


--fills the need of loss of community, loneliness, and loss of family that is prevalent in our society


--can be attractive for those who are spiritually inquisitive but suspicious of the traditional church


--provides opportunity for individual questions and discussion





Prepararation


--lay a foundation with prayer.  This is a spiritual work


--determine the content you will study.  Have booklets or handouts ready as needed.


--decide whether you will open or close the study in prayer.  For an evangelistic study with 	seekers, it may not be appropriate to pray -- it may make people feel uncomfortable.


--bring extra Bibles for people who don't have one or forgot theirs


--have childcare covered


--determine what to do if the telephone rings (you will need to at least monitor calls in case one of the other participants in the study receives an emergency phone call).





Principles to Follow:


--set a comfortable, relaxed atmosphere


--stick to the agreed-upon time.  Quit when it is time even if you haven't covered all the material.


--if possible, seat people in a circle (better group dynamics)


--don't be afraid to put off irrelevant questions until after the study


--emphasize that we are going to let the Bible speak for itself


--avoid using Christian "jargon" that is not found in the passage under consideration.  If there is a 	confusing word or term in the passage or verse, explain it in non-theological terms.


--keep participation positive -- don't embarrass anyone


--be careful about asking someone to read from a passage -- they may not be a good reader


--assume nothing about their knowledge -- give them help to find the passage under discussion


--if someone makes an "off-the wall" statement, try to say something positive.  


"That's a good question."  


"That's an interesting idea."  


"That's interesting.  Anyone have any other ideas"?





Evaluation (after each session)


--was anyone missing?


--does someone need to be contacted or given a copy of any material or a tape of the session?


--did the study begin and end on time?


--what can be done to better balance the participation from everyone?


--are there any unanswered questions you need to work on during the week?


--are there any questions or comments you should follow up on during the week?





