OVERVIEW OF THE BIBLE


Acts through Revelation; Questions and Answers -- Session #5





We left off at the resurrection of Christ... the tomb is empty -- He is alive!





John 20:19-20 -- Jesus shows Himself to His disciples


vs. 24-29 -- Jesus shows Himself to "Doubting Thomas"


vs. 30-31 -- The purpose -- that we may believe -- and have life!





Book of Acts -- historical book, giving the account of the early church


Acts 1:3 -- Jesus is alive!  And His followers are excited.  Wouldn't you be?


He spoke about the "kingdom of God"





Theology lesson -- Jesus fulfills all three O.T. functions:  Prophet, Priest and King.  


No one person was ever all three of these.


We who live under a democracy are not used to this idea -- the KINGDOM of God...





Acts 1:8 -- The job description of Jesus' followers is that they are to be witnesses, starting at home (Jerusalem) then "rippling out to Samaria and the uttermost parts of the earth.  


[cross-reference with Matt. 28:18-20 -- the Great Commission]  





Witnesses of the Good News -- the greatest news to ever hit the human planet





Acts 1:9-11 -- the Ascension of Jesus -- this same Jesus


The angels then promise that JESUS IS COMING AGAIN.





Acts 2:1-5 -- the Jewish people were coming to Jerusalem for the feast of "Pentecost" -- 50 days after Passover Sabbath (these two, along with the "Feast of Tabernacles," were the three times Jews would come from all over the known world to Jerusalem).  


Devout people from every nation under heaven.  What an opportunity!





Acts 2:14 -- Peter is going to preach one of his two sermons in Acts, and proclaim Jesus to be the Messiah they've been waiting for.  


(see verses 22, and also verse 36) -- This Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah.





vs. 41 - 3,000 people believe.  


In Acts 4:4, another 5,000 are added.  This causes quite a stir, and a conflict between the rabbis and other Jewish leaders who are holding to tradition.





Acts 4:18-21 -- Jesus' followers are told to stop.  


Acts 5:27-28 -- the word had spread all over Jerusalem.  (cf. Acts 1:8)





Key verse:  Acts 5:29 -- "We must obey God, not men."





Four key people in the book of Acts:


• Stephen


• Philip


• Peter


• Paul





Acts 7 -- "a costly history lesson" -- Stephen gives a recap of Jewish history, from Abraham through Solomon.  


Acts 7:1-8; 9-16; 17-44; 45-50





Acts 7:51-52 and 54-60 -- The Jewish leaders are outraged and stone him.  They lay their coats at the feet of "a young man named Saul."  Saul later becomes Paul.





Acts 8:1 -- Judea; Samaria





Acts 8:26-38 -- We meet Philip, who is called to go from Jerusalem down to Gaza, where he will meet the Ethiopian eunuch, who is reading from Isaiah 53.  Here again, God sends Philip on this mission to meet ONE PERSON -- God's interest in the individual.





Key verse:  Acts 8:35 -- "Starting from this passage of scripture (Isaiah 53), he told him the Good News about Jesus."





Acts 9:1-6 -- We meet Saul, and read of his conversion.  


Notice his two questions:  "Who are You?" and "What would you have me to do?" -- 2 great questions!  


Those are 2 great questions for us to ask -- "God reveal yourself to me!"





Ananias helps fold him into the kingdom -- in spite of many reservations!  (Paul must have seemed like a double agent!)


If you were one of Jesus' followers, how would you have reacted?  It's a trick!


All his life, Paul has to fight to defend his "apostleship."  





Acts 10:9ff -- God confronts Peter with his plan to release the gospel to the Gentiles (briefly recount the story of Peter's vision, where God proclaims "clean" the things Peter as a Jew felt were "dirty.")  Peter surrenders his will and goes to Cornelius.  


[Peter still becomes "the apostle to the Jews" while Paul becomes the "apostle to the Gentiles" -- though even Paul usually starts in the temple.]





This brings us to the 3 big missionary journeys of the apostles (Paul is central), which are recorded from chapters 13 to 21.  


(Refer to Handout that shows Paul's missionary journeys.) -- Acts 1:8, "the whole world"





Galatians and James were written during the first missionary journey.


1 and 2 Corinthians, Romans, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, etc. were written during the second missionary journey.


NOTE when/where letters were written!





Acts 17:22-31 -- Paul in Athens, realizes that the people are basically idol worshippers, rather than "philosophers" as they see themselves.  He uses the "unknown god" from their own culture to point them to the true and living God.  He refers to poets, philosophers, etc. from their own culture.





Acts 15 -- "The Jerusalem Council" shows that Christians don't have to be Jews first (practice Jewish traditions).  


We are justified by FAITH (refer back to Abraham).





Peter agrees to go to the Jews, and Paul to the Gentiles.





Acts 22:25-29


Paul is persecuted, whipped, beaten, etc. -- but he's a Roman citizen, so he appeals to Ceasar, and is then protected, but taken to Rome.  He goes before all this different authorities, Kings, etc. and gives them an account of what's happened to him.  





Acts 28:27-28 -- "this people's heart has become calloused" and "God's message of salvation has been sent to the Gentiles -- they will listen!"





That's the end of the HISTORY of the Bible.  Tradition says that in about 65 A.D., Paul is beheaded.  Peter is crucified upside down.  Most of the early apostles die martyr's deaths.  


One exception is John, who is exiled on Patmos and writes Revelation.  


Then in 72 A.D., Titus comes in and wipes out Jerusalem and the Temple.  


"Church history" picks up here -- SEE HANDOUT


Also refer to CHRISTIAN HISTORY's "100 Most Important Events" issue





There are 21 EPISTLES -- mainly written by Peter, James, John and Paul (primarily Paul - 13 of them). They clarify and document the events in Acts.  


They talk about many topics (i.e. of God, Man, Salvation, Holy Spirit, justification, sanctification, reconciliation, redemption, church administrations, etc.)  To sum it up, the epistles, they tell us how to live the Christian life.  





But to give us an idea of what's contained in the epistles.....





Romans 1-3 -- universality of sin -- esp. Rom. 3:23





Romans 5:8-17 -- JUSTIFIED means " to be declared righteous" -- "just as if I'd never sinned"  We are saved from the wrath of God.  


RECONCILED means "to make enemies friends" -- to summarize:  Judgment has turned to Grace!  


See how many doctrinal words are being used?





Rom. 5:20 -- no person is too sinful to ever be forgiven if they will trust in Jesus





Romans 6:23 -- "The wages of sin are death, BUT the gift of God..."  Judgment turned to Grace!





Romans 8:28 -- one of the most precious verses in the Bible!





1 Corinthians 15:12-20 -- The centrality of THE RESURRECTION.  If Christ is not raised, everything we believe is futile!  But He is!  And now we have this tremendous HOPE!





Christianity is the only religion whose founder didn't stay in the grave.  It's also the only religion where God seeks man rather than man "earning" his way to God.





2 Cor. 4:3-4 -- "the god of this age" -- Satan -- blinds people's minds so they can't see the truth of the gospel, and the central truth that Jesus is who He said He is.





Galatians 3:28-29 -- "you are all one in Christ Jesus" -- God doesn't show favor based on human status.





Ephesians 1:13-14 -- "you were marked with Him as a seal -- the Holy Spirit"  The Holy Spirit is a "downpayment" until Christ returns -- power to live as God wants you to





Ephesians 2:8-10 -- "It is by grace you have been saved through faith...."  We're not saved through works, but genuine salvation results in good works.





Ephesians 6:12 -- "Our struggle is not against flesh and blood....." -- we're in SPIRITUAL warfare..... an unseen world





Phil. 4:6-7 -- the Bible has practical answers to the problems we face in life!





Col. 1:17 -- In Him all things hold together 





Hebrews 1:1-2; Hebrews 4:14-16





Then on to Revelation -- means "unveiling"





Some people say it's very simple, others say it's very difficult.  Either way, it's very PROFOUND.  There are some things in Revelation we really need to know.  Words like "second coming, tribulation, rapture, etc."





A variety of views on the specifics, but there are at least three things that all pretty much agree upon:





1.  The triumph and glory of Jesus Christ -- Christ takes center stage on the throne of glory.  He is the winner, the ruler, the judge.  See Rev. 5:9-14 





2.  The judgment and total defeat of evil.   Satan was defeated at the cross (and before the beginning of time from God's perspective).  At the great white throne of judgment, the key thing is to have your name in the BOOK.  (Also, your works will be recorded in the books.)  See Rev. 20:10-15





3.  Jesus will make everything new.  See Rev. 21:1-7 (the New Jerusalem is described in the rest of chapter 21 -- note verse 22 -- there's no longer a need for a "temple"!!)  (Also, note verse 27 -- only those whose name is in the Lamb's book of life will enter there.)





Rev. 22:1-3 -- A return to paradise!!





Rev. 22:16-21 -- THE END!  And the beginning.....





HE IS COMING AGAIN!!





TIME FOR QUESTIONS!
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