OVERVIEW OF THE BIBLE #3


Joshua through End of Old Testament





Review of key verses:


Gen. 1:27 -- God created man in his own image


Gen. 15:6 -- Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to him for righteousness


Gen. 50:20 -- You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good


Ex. 3:14 -- I AM that I AM -- I AM has sent you (ever-present God)





KEY THEME:


God is a God of judgment -- there are consequences to sin -- but along with judgment comes a thread of grace.





Review summary words (one-word clues) for books of the Bible:  SEE HANDOUT IN NOTEBOOKS


If I say Genesis, you say "beginnings".  


If I say Exodus, you say "exit".  


If I say Leviticus, you say "Offerings and Feasts".  


If I say Numbers, you say "wanderings".  


If I say Deuteronomy, you say "second law".  





If I say Joshua, you say "conquest".  





Joshua 1:1-5, 9


God says to Joshua, "Everything that I promised to Moses I promise to you..."





Joshua 3 -- DON'T READ


They cross the Jordan River after God parts it (like the Red Sea).   SEE MAP





Joshua 4:1-7


They place a pile of stones as a monument on the west bank of the Jordan.  


KEY POINT:  God wants to be remembered.





God is a jealous God.  When you hear the word "jealous," do you think of it as positive or negative?  


We think of that with a negative connotation, but with God it's a positive thing -- as if someone were taking something that rightfully belonged to you.  He wants the glory.  


He deserves the glory by virtue of who He is!


Isaiah 42:8  "I am the Lord, that is my name, I will not give my glory to another, or my praise to idols."





Idols can be more than carved statues, they can be _____, ______, _____, etc.





The Israelite people were to be God's own people.  They were to go into the land and wipe out the pagan people there (who were sacrificing humans to the "god" of Molock).  


This was a unique period of warfare/judgment (not always the case).  


Illus:  cancerous tumor -- must be gotten rid of or it will poison the rest of the body





Joshua 6:20-21


Jericho was the first city (where they walk around it 7 times and the walls fall down).  





Then at the next city (Ai), they blow it by getting cocky and one man sins, bringing judgment on the people.  





Joshua - "conquest" - BUT -they didn't totally destroy all the enemy, and that came back to haunt them.  





Judges -- "cycles"


This brings us to a period of the Judges, who were military leaders who would lead the people in driving out the enemy.  


The key word for Judges is "cycles," because seven times the same cycle is repeated:  


the people sin


an enemy gains victory over them


God raises up a leader to conquer or frustrate the enemy


the people repent and are restored to God, then there is a time of peace


.....until the people sin again.





Famous Judges:  (NOT Lance Ito)


Samson (long hair), Gideon, Deborah, Samuel (the last "Judge" and the first "Prophet") 


There were 17 Judges in all.....





KEY VERSE: -- summarize the entire book of Judges


Judges 21:25 -- "In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit"





Jump over the book of Ruth -- a roadside stop; not on the historical highway -- but a great read!


Ruth:  "love story" -- Boaz and Ruth





I Samuel 8:5-9


The people came to Samuel and said they wanted a king (like their neighbors).  


They wanted to be led by a man rather than by God.  





I Samuel 8:10-18


consequences of their wanting a king





I Samuel 8:19-22


they didn't care about the consequences; they wanted a king!





I Samuel 10:23-24


They also chose the wrong criteria for selecting a king


Saul is chosen because he's tall, dark and handsome.





Israel becomes a united kingdom under three kings:  SEE COLOR CHART!


Saul -- had no heart


David -- had a whole heart


Solomon -- had half a heart





Saul makes several key mistakes:


• He doesn't completely destroy the enemy as God had commanded


• He saves some of the booty


• He doesn't kill off the king (Agag)


• He offers the sacrifice before the battle (which God had said the Levitical tribe should do -- 		Samuel -- usurps the priest's authority)


• He becomes jealous of David, who has become popular ever since he defeated Goliath  (Saul has 	killed his thousands, but David his ten thousands) -- Many of the distressed Psalms 		were written while David was on the run from Saul (But David says, "how could I 			kill the Lord's anointed?")


• He consults with a medium, participates in witchcraft





Saul ends up committing suicide -- falls on his own sword (doesn't start well, doesn't finish well)





I Samuel 15:22 -- "to obey is better than sacrifice" -- KEY VERSE!





1 Samuel 16:1 -- God says to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul....."


God says that Israel chose a king by the wrong criteria.  


God's looking for a man after His own heart. 








1 Samuel 16:6-7 -- "Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart..."


God says,  you give me a shepherd boy with a heart after me, and I'll turn him into a king!


David is referred to as a man after God's own heart.





2 Samuel 5:4


David becomes king at age 30.





Starts well, but then blows it "royally." (no pun intended!)





2 Samuel 11 -- DON'T READ -- Bible is very honest about the failings of its "heroes"


Adultery with Bathsheba; "murder" of her husband, Uriah





Judgment; grace


David's infant son died -- yet God forgave His sin and gave him a new start


Sin has consequences, but God's grace can overshadow sin.


With God, no mistake is unredeemable!





Even when David sins, he repents and seeks after God, and we see his heart in Psalm 51.  





Psalm 51:1-12


Psalm 32:1-5





God's grace


2 Samuel 7:16 -- Your house and your kingdom will endure forever.....


David is given a promise that God's kingdom will be established "forever" through him.  


Here again we have the "curse" that comes from sin followed by the "promise" of restoration.





David dies, having done an outstanding job at conquering the land and uniting the kingdom.





I Kings 2:10-12


At age 9, Solomon becomes king.  


God asks him what he wants, and he asks for a heart of wisdom to rule the people.  (I Kings 3)


God then gives him riches and glory and peace as well -- culminated in the building of the glorious temple in Jerusalem.  


Now settled in the land, they could actually have a permanent temple building instead of a traveling tabernacle.  


(Yom Kippur -- "the day of atonement" is when the priest would come out of the temple and announce that the people's sins were forgiven -- shedding of blood





Solomon starts out great -- in fact the Queen of Sheba (Ethiopia) comes and is impressed with the glory and riches of Solomon's kingdom.  (I Kings 10)





I Kings 11:1-6


BUT -- Solomon has 700 wives and 300 concubines.  Many were from other peoples who worshipped pagan gods.  They turn Solomon's heart away from God -- and temples fill the land.





Under Saul, David, Solomon -- Israel is the "United Kingdom."  


Then we turn to a time period where the kingdom is divided.





Solomon has a son named Rehoboam who becomes king (I Kings 11:42-43).  


Rehoboam seeks counsel from 2 groups:  a group of older men and a group of younger men.  


The older men say to "serve" the people as king -- leadership is service.


The younger people say to tax the people even more than Solomon did.  





Rehoboam listens to the younger group, which is a gigantic mistake, and the people rebel.  


There's a split in the kingdom (in 930 B.C.), and 10 of the 12 tribes (all except Judah and Benjamin) go into a "northern kingdom" ruled by Jeroboam -- sounds like a brother to Rehoboam, but not related.





Jeroboam gathers the 10 tribes together, but the temple is in Jerusalem!  So he sets up his own center of worship in Samaria at Mount Gerezim -- in full view of Jacob's well.  


[cross-reference with John 4:1-30, esp. John 4:16-24].  


Jeroboam is the first king of the northern kingdom.





After this, the northern kingdom will be ruled by 19 different kings, ALL of whom are evil.  The southern kingdom will be ruled by 20 (19 kings and 1 queen), 8 of whom are good and 12 of whom are evil.


SEE I & II Kings; I & II Chronicles





PROPHETS minister to the people during this period.





I Kings 15:3 -- Abijah, Rehoboam's son (who rules over Judah), does not have the heart that King David had.  God is looking for a king whose heart is his.  Over and over, we read "he followed after the ways of Jeroboam" -- one of the main wicked kings -- the one who split/led the northern kingdom.





1 Kings 18:17-40 -- (long story) Baal is the main religious adversary -- Elijah does battle with the prophets of Baal.  (Around the world even today there are many many people who are pleading and crying out for some response from false gods.)  Stories like this happen frequently during the period of the divided kingdom.





God sends in 3 main enemies -- 3 conquering, invading nations:





1.  Assyria (Sargon) conquers the northern kingdom and scatters them.  


The capital of Assyria is Ninevah [where Jonah and the big fish event takes place -- and the whole city of Ninevah repents -- that's the REAL story, not the big fish].  


The Assyrians not only scatters the northern kingdom -- they intermarry with them, demand worship of idols, etc. -- and this is where the SAMARITAN people come from (creating the "half-breeds" that pure-bred Jews in the southern kingdom came to hate -- see John 4 meeting between Jesus and the "woman at the well").  


But in the midst of judgment, there is grace -- Judah is preserved.





2.  136 years later, Judah is carried away by the Babylonians (Nebechunezzer) -- see book of Daniel.  


Even though they're exiled for 70 years, the purity of the race is preserved.  


During this time, the 2 major prophets who minister and write are Isaiah and Jeremiah.  


(Jeremiah "stays back" with the few people left in Judah -- he's the "weeping prophet" who's left with the hopeless people who don't want to hear his message).  


This is when "synagogues" come into existence -- because they were separated from the temple.  


Isaiah 7:14 -- "a virgin shall conceive, and she shall call His name Emmanuel" -- God with us!


Isaiah 9:6 -- "for unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulders..."





Isaiah 53:3-9 -- "He was despised and forsaken of men....." -- "All we like sheep have gone astray" -- etc.


(this is written around 700 B.C.)





Isaiah presents a "line of hope" during this awful captivity of 70 years





3.  Persia (Cyrus) comes in and wipes out everybody -- as predicted in Isaiah 44!!  


Cyrus is predicted as the one who will let the Israelite people go back to their land.





• 50,000 Jews (out of 2 or 3 million) go back in 536 B.C. with Zerubabel (a military leader)


• Ezra is a priest who goes back to 


a.) read the word to the people to encourage them, and 


b.) rebuild the Temple that was destroyed by the Babylonians when the left


• Nehemiah goes back to manage the rebuilding of the walls around Jerusalem





This is the END of the Old Testament, historically speaking!  


The remaining books are prophets ("major" and "minor"), poetic books, etc.





That's why the "key words" are important with each book -- they tell you how each book fits into this overall context.    (Review the chart of key words and point out several of them, showing what each book is about.....)





From Nehemiah on, there are 400 years of silence -- meaning God didn't speak through His prophet for 400 years.  But in the meantime:


• Alexander the Great conquers from Rome to India -- 14,000 miles of kingdom -- half the world!  This is the Greek empire -- the "Hellenistic" period.


• After the Greeks come the Romans (Julius Casear, Cleopatra, etc.  





Summary of the conquerors:  (Assyrians - Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, Romans)





Psalm 106 is a great "recap" of all this history.  





Micah 5:2 -- Bethlehem is predicted as the birthplace of the Messiah (over 700 years B.C.!!)





Refer to "Between the Testaments" in the notes -- here you find events such as the origin of Hanukkah, etc.  





In 175 B.C., Antiachus Epiphones (sp?) of Syria prohibits Judaism and sacrifices a pig on the altar of the temple and smears the grease all over their writings, laws, etc. 





A family named Maccabees (Judas and Mathias), through guerilla warfare, win the battle over Antiachus and reclaim the temple.  They take some stones from the temple and say, "When Messiah comes He'll show us what to do with this chief cornerstone."  They take a little vile of oil to light the lamps that was supposed to last for only a day, and it lasts for 8 days -- a reminder to the people as they clean up the temple of the victory over the Syrians.  This is where we get the 8 candles in the "Minora " (sp?) of Hanukkah.  It's the celebration of the recapturing of the temple.





Overall historical context:  When Ezra and Nehemiah were in Jerusalem.....


	• Buddha was in India


	• Confucius was in China


	• Socrates was in Greece





See "timeline" or "graph" of the Old Testament with abbreviated symbols for what happens.....


Review summary words (one-word clues) for books of the Bible:  SEE HANDOUT IN NOTEBOOKS
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