"OVERVIEW OF THE BIBLE"


Abraham through "the Wanderings"


Session #2





Give handouts for session #2 (two maps)





Do quick "geography test" to review locations of Tigris & Euphrates, Persian Gulf, Mediterranean Sea, Nile, Red Sea, Dead Sea, Jordan River, Sea of Galilee, Black Sea, Caspian Sea.





Review summary words (one-word clues) for books of the Bible:  SEE HANDOUT IN NOTEBOOKS


If I say Genesis, you say "beginnings".  


If I say Exodus, you say "exit".  


If I say Leviticus, you say "Offerings and Feasts".  


If I say Numbers, you say "wanderings".  


If I say Deuteronomy, you say "second law".  


If I say Joshua, you say "conquest".  


If I say Judges, you say "cycles".





Explain how this helps with the historical setting and context.  The one-word clue will remind you what has gone on in that book


Genesis - beginnings


Exodus - exit -- need to get to the promised land


Leviticus -- offerings and feasts


Numbers - wander about for 40 years





Review from last time SHOW COLOR CHART OVERVIEW





Gen. 1:27 -- "God created man in His own image" -- 


Why did God create mankind in His own image?  RELATIONSHIP


God created man for a special relationship, unlike any other part of His creation.





Four key events:	Creation, Fall, Flood, Nations


Key themes:  Judgment -- Grace





When we left off last time we were in Genesis 15


Abraham grew up in UR (see map) and then took his wife Sarai to Haran, where Abraham gets his CALL from God (Gen. 15) and is promised LAND, SEED, and A BLESSING.  





Any questions from last time?





VOLUNTEER TO READ?





Gen. 17:1-7 


God first came to Abraham at age 75, Sarai didn't believe it, sent Abraham into Haggar -- who becomes mother of Ishmael (father of the Arab nations).  But Ishmael was not the line of promise.  





vs. 19ff


Then, at age 99, Abraham and Sarah have Isaac, who IS the line of promise.  





Gen. 22:1-18


Abraham is asked to take Isaac to Mount Moriah to sacrifice him -- but God provides the sacrifice (a ram in the thicket).  God "tested" Abraham. 


Note that on the way up the mountain, Abraham said, "God will provide the sacrifice."





[Cross-reference:  Gen. 15:6 -- Abraham believed God and it was counted to him for righteousness]





From this point forward (approx. 2,000 B.C.) we can validate and cross-reference Biblical events with other historical sources.





Now we're going to skip forward quite a bit (some great stories in Gen. 20-35, such as Isaac and Rebekah).  But basically we're wanting to focus our start on the life of Abraham, then to Isaac, Jacob (Israel), and Joseph.





Jacob means "cheater" or "deceiver."  Jacob has a "wrestling match" with an angel (or pre-incarnate Jesus) and is re-named Israel (meaning Prince of God).





God changes people's names -- Abram to Abraham


Jacob to Israel








Now we move to the 12 sons of Jacob (see COLOR OVERVIEW).


 The line of promise comes through Judah, but Joseph plays a key role.  


(Out of Joseph also come the "half-tribes" of Menassah and Ephraim too.)





Recap story of Joseph's "coat of many colors," and how his brothers sell him into slavery because of Jacob's favoritism for Joseph


JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT





The oldest (Reuben) convinces the other brothers not to kill him.  Joseph is taken down into Egypt, which is how the Israelite nation gets down into Egypt and needs to "exit."  


SEE MAP





Gen. 39:1-4


The hand of the Lord is on Joseph and his life, and he's sold to Potiphar -- the captain of the guard for Pharaoh.  


Joseph is made overseer of Potiphar's house, and Joseph prospers.





Gen. 39:9-23


Potiphar's wife tries to seduce Joseph -- he refuses and runs!


He is thrown into prison, but he's put in charge there as well!  (God's hand is on him)


There he meets the Pharaoh's cupbearer and baker, whose dreams he interprets (the cupbearer is reinstated and the baker is executed).  


The cupbearer forgets Joseph, and Joseph is left in prison for 2 years -- life's not always fair!  


But we don't read about Joseph complaining -- he knew God was with him, and he saw the overall picture.





Perspective that can help us get through tough times!





Joseph gets an opportunity to interpret Pharaoh's dream, and as a result is made "governor" over Egypt.  [Note Gen. 41:16 -- he knows his power and provision comes from God.]





A seven-year famine hits the rest of the middle east, and Jacob's sons have to come to Egypt to trade cattle for grain.  Joseph gets the rest of his family to move to Egypt, and then confronts them with who he is.





Gen. 50:15-21 


His brothers lied -- the Bible is very honest!





You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good [cross-reference Romans 8:28].  Note the overall perspective and the theme of God's sovereignty.





That covers the book of Genesis.  Key verses? (review them...)


Gen. 1:27 -- So God made man in His own image...


Gen. 15:6 -- Abraham believed God and it was counted to him for righteousness


Gen. 50:20 -- You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good





-------





Ex. 1:1-8


There arose a king over Egypt who knew not Joseph.....





SEVENTY people come from Canaan to Egypt.  430 YEARS LATER, Egypt has 2 to 3 million Hebrews.  The Pharaoh feels he has a problem on his hands, because the Jewish people are starting to outnumber the Egyptians.  





Ex. 1:22


Pharaoh commands all the male Hebrew babies to be killed.  





Ex. 2:1-10


Moses is born, spared by the midwives and watched by his sister Miriam, found by Pharaoh's daughter.  Then, after being raised in Pharaoh's court, one day Moses sides with a Hebrew slave and kills his Egyptian taskmaster.  He flees to Midian, where he lives as a shepherd, until the day he receives God's call from the burning bush.....


(Larry plays a portion from the movie "The Ten Commandments" here)








Ex. 3:13-14


 I AM who I AM.....I AM has sent me to you.....





Why doesn't God say "I'm Jehovah" or "I'm the one that promised Abraham" or something?  He's saying I AM the ever-present, all-sufficient one.  ( cross-reference with Jesus' I AM statements...)





God sends Moses to Pharoah





Moses says "Let my people go" and Pharaoh says "NO," so God sends 10 plagues.  





The last plague is the killing of the first born sons of Egypt (through the Angel of Death), at Passover.  





Ex. 12:12-13, and also 21-24 -- The significance of the blood, and the obedience required at Passover.  God is very consistent -- just as with Cain & Abel, and with Abraham, God requires a blood sacrifice.  "Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins" (forgiveness, or a "covering" of their sins).





Pharaoh lets them go -- the get as far as the Red Sea (Sea of Reeds), then Pharaoh changes his mind (they had taken the riches of Egypt with them -- which the Egyptians had willingly given them).  The Hebrews walk through a WALL (just like in the MGM movie) of water on each side -- enough to drown the Egyptian army and their horses/chariots.





They go down to the Sinai peninsula (famous location, which we could visit today!)  





From Exodus 19 to Numbers 10, the location is Mount Sinai -- that's why Leviticus is a "wayside stop" instead of a part of the chronological path of Bible history.





Here in the desert, they are a nation.  They are a people who have particular problems and who need rules and regulations (i.e. if my ox gores your ox, or if you accidentally hurt someone, etc.).  So God gives them rules and regulations -- and that's where these "offerings and feasts" come from.  God also gives them a "traveling temple" called a tabernacle -- where a priest will offer their sacrifices in the Holy of Holies, on the Mercy Seat.  [cross-reference the book of Hebrews.]





Here God gives the 10 Commandments (see Ex. 20:1-17), which are summarized by "You shall love the Lord Your God will all your heart, soul and strength, and you shall love your neighbor as yourself."





Leviticus 16:14-21 -- The "scapegoat" passage...





The Levites (who were to own no land) were the priestly tribe who would kill the bullock, present the sacrifice, "fuse" the sins of the people (in the blood) on the head of the scapegoat, and send it into the wilderness.





(.....notice how particular God is about the details of what needs to be done.   We can't approach God on our own terms.  We approach Him on HIS terms.)








That sums up Leviticus!  (Genesis -- "beginnings" / Exodus -- "exit" / Leviticus -- "feasts and offerings" / and now Numbers.....





Now it's time to move off of Sinai, and go to the land God has promised (Canaan).  So God moves them up in the desert, providing manna ("What is it?") and quail on the way.  


But they're in the desert, and what is there in the desert but problems?  





Numbers 13:17-19 -- A spy is sent out from each of the 12 tribes...





They come to a place called Kadesh-Barnea, and from there they are to spy out the land.  They were supposed to spy out three things (the land, the people, and the cities).





vs. 30; vs. 31


Caleb and Joshua came back with a report of faith, while the 10 other spies came back afraid.  [God never said that democracy was the best system!]





(Why did they have to kill and fight? -- God uses the Israelites to judge the even-more-wicked inhabitants of the land.  They do not believe God at all.  God is a God of mercy and grace, but He is also a God of awesome judgment -- See Gen. 15:13-16 -- Also, cross-reference with several Psalms where this problem is expressed.....)


Illus:  cancerous tumor; must do radical surgery to protect the rest of the body





Because of the spies' and people's disobedience and lack of faith, the entire generation is sent back to the wilderness for 40 years (one year for each day) -- God is a God of judgment!  


Except for Joshua and Caleb.  God had said the land was theirs -- just go take it!  Still, there is a thread of mercy and redemption.....





Numbers 21:8-9 -- the bronze serpent lifted up in the wilderness -- sign of GRACE!


[cross-reference with John 3:14-17 -- the same theme is there -- God saying "Just trust Me!"]
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